MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
Up to the present elections have been decided by a sho\N
of hands, but under the new constitution a secret ballot has
been introduced.
A GENERAL VIEW OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
The organization of Mossoviet differs considerably froir
that of an English municipality. The supreme body for ad-
ministrative purposes is the presidium, a committee of fifteer
persons elected by the plenum and directly responsible to it,
There are thirteen departments dealing with the following
matters:
Finance
Education.
Public health.
Town planning.
Construction projects.
Land.
City trading (department stores, cafes, restaurants, in-
spection of prices, location of stores).
Veterinary.
Housing (allocation of rooms, dwellings, etc.).
Parks and green belt.
Social insurance.
Roads and river banks*
Underground construction (i.e. sewers and other works
below street-level).
In a separate category are nine management divisions
dealing with the following subjects:
Local industry.
House management.
Construction.
Building inspection.
Telephone service.
Transport.
Savings banks and state credit.
Entertainments.
Arts,
Post and newspapers.
Broadcasting.
The distinction between the departments and the man-
agement divisions is not easy to grasp. The main difference
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